PHYSIQUE

him as " over six feet in stature; of strong, bony,
muscular frame, without fullness of covering, well-
formed and straight He was a man of most extraor-
dinary strength. In his own house, his action was
calm, deliberate, and dignified, without pretension
to gracefulness, or peculiar manner, but merely natu-
ral, and such as one would think it should be in such
a man. When walking in the street, his movement
had not the soldierly air which might be expected.
His habitual motions had been formed, long before
he took command of the American Armies, in the
wars of the interior and in the surveying of wilder-
ness lands, employments in which grace and elegance
were not likely to be acquired. At the age of sixty-
five, time had done nothing towards bending him
out of his natural erectness. His deportment was
invariably grave; it was sobriety that stopped short
of sadness."

The French officers and travellers supply other
descriptions. The Abbe Robin found him of " tall
and noble stature, well proportioned, a fine, cheer-
ful, open countenance, a simple and modest carriage;
and his whole mien has something in it that interests
the French, the Americans, and even enemies them-
selves in his favor."

The Marquis de Chastellux wrote enthusiastically,
"In speaking of this perfect whole of which General
Washington furnishes the idea, I have not excluded
exterior form. His stature is noble and lofty, he is
well made, and exactlyjproportionate; his physiog-
nomy mild and agreeable, but such as to render it
impossible to speak particularly of ^ any of hisnd 1797, William Sullivan describedJod left him childless that he
